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The SDGs and Universal Health Coverage 
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What role does health play in the SDG era? 

Fig. 1.1. Health is central to the SDG agenda
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Sustainable Development Goals
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What is universal health coverage? 
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The three dimensions of UHC
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Fig. 1.3. UHC service coverage index by country, 2015, for monitoring SDG indicator 3.8.1 

UHC service coverage index by country
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The roles of the private sector 
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The roles of the private sector in health 
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Case studies of public-private partnerships
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We are threatened with extinction.  
People are dying in chillingly high 
numbers.  It is a crisis of the first 

magnitude. 
President Festus Mogae of Botswana

Los Angeles Times, 27 June 2001

(emphasis added).  
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Challenges and power of partnership

HIV/AIDS
in Botswana

Donors

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Merck & Co., Inc. 

The Merck Company Foundation

Consultants

McKinsey & Co.

Monitor

Government of Botswana

Office of the President

National AIDS Coordinating Agency

National Drug Control Coordinating 
Council (NDCCC)

‘Masa’ National ARV Program

Ministry of Health

Ministry of Finance

Ministry of Education

Ministry of Local Government

Botswana Defense Force 

Local Institutions

District Government

District hospitals

Educational Institutions

Health care workers

Satellite Clinics

Non-governmental organizations

ACHAP

African Youth Alliance

Botswana Christian AIDS Intervention Programme

Botswana Network of AIDS Service Organizations

Coping Centers for People Living With HIV/AIDS

Harvard AIDS Institute

House of Hope

Population Services International

UN

UNDP

UNFPA

Academic/Medical School Institutions
Baylor University (USA)

Chelsea & Westminster Hospital  (UK)

University of Pennsylvania (USA)

University of Amsterdam (Netherlands)

National Institutions

Botswana National AIDS Service Organization

Botswana Police Force

Botswana Television

University of Botswana

Princess Marina Laboratory

Community

Local communities

Traditional healers

Bilateral Organizations

Centers for Disease Control

USAID



New York  | London 

Impact on Botswana’s AIDS epidemic
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The fight against onchocerciasis (river blindness) 

https://www.cartercenter.org/health/river_blindness/index.html


The Merck MECTIZAN Donation Program  

is a public/private partnership

River

Blindness

Mectizan Expert Committee 

/ MDP (Atlanta)

World Health 

Organization 

World Bank

Local 

Ministries 

of Health

Local health care workers

Local communities

Merck

Donor community

Non-governmental 

organizations



New York  | London 

Selected results of the Mectizan Donation Program 
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C/CAN:  The City Cancer Challenge 
Building a world where cities deliver quality and equitable cancer care for all 
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Snapshot of C/CAN in Cali, Colombia 
Established in 2017 
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Conclusions 



New York  | London 

The role of public/private partnerships
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The value of collaboration 
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What lessons have we learned? 
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Lessons learned about designing partnerships 
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Lessons learned about developing 
partnerships 
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Lessons learned about sustaining partnerships
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The path forward: 
working together to fulfill public health goals


